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About The Antique Telescope Society

The Antique Telescope Society, Inc., is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations to 501(c)(3) organizations that are in excess of any
personal benefit obtained, may generally be deducted on the donor’s federal tax return. (Because indi-
vidual circumstances vary, please consult your tax advisor.)

The Society is an international organization. Its purpose is to unite colleagues interested in antique
astronomical telescopes, binoculars, books, and related items, and to promote the membership’s interests
in astronomical history and discovery, the history of optics, and the preservation and use of these instru-
ments through stewardship and education. The principal activities of the Society are publishing a journal,
organizing meetings, providing assistance with the restoration of instruments, hosting shows and dis-
plays, preserving historical data, and guiding collectors.

VISIT THE ATS WEB SITE
http://oldscope.org

ATS website features include historical articles, images of antique telescopes and instruments, plus other
topics and services. There is also a translator link for our non-English speaking members.

ATS Oldscope Electronic Forum

Join today and keep up to date on activities and topics of interest to the ATS membership. This
deservedly popular free service allows members and approved guests to correspond directly with all
other subscribers. Join at http://oldscope.org; or use the link found on the ATS web site; or contact
list manager Bart Fried (oldscope@nyc.rr.com).

Editorial Disclaimer: The Society is not responsible for individual opinions expressed in articles
and reviews of any kind. Editorials do not necessarily express the views of the Board.

Memberships available include regular, family, student, corporate, club, and nonprofit (libraries,
museums, science centers, etc.). To receive a membership application, contact Secretary Walter Breyer,
1878 Robinson Road, Dahlonega, GA 30533; whbreyer@alltel.net .

COVER CAPTION: Alvan Clark (1804-1887) at age 40 or so at the pinnacle of his career asa
portraitist specializing in miniatures. Sill in his future at this point was a decade of struggle to
establish himself as an optician, and not until 1860 was he able to found a telescope-making
factory, from which in his 50s, 60s, and 70s he successively fashioned the optics for the world's
five largest and best refracting telescopes, which rocketed him to international fame. This special
single-topic issue focuses on those early years of Clark’s struggle. This portrait was painted
between 1840 and 1845—around the time Clark just began making telescopes—by American
painter Chester Harding (1792—1866). In oil on panel, the portrait measures 68.9 x 55.56 cm (27
1/8x 21 7/8in.); it was bequeathed to the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston by Mrs. Alvan Clark
Eastman, and is used with permission.

[Credit: © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston]
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